Acknowledgements

First of all I would like to thank my supervisor, John Tsotsos, for never giving up on me, even when it looked like I was never going to finish, and my second reader, Sven Dickinson, for responding quickly at a busy time, so that I could meet the SGS deadline.

Completing my degree while working full time added an extra challenge, and the support I received from two of my managers is greatly appreciated.  Thank you to Mohamed Boraie for providing feedback on my early work, and thank you to Harry Schenk for being so accommodating in giving me the time off I needed in these last few months.  

This work would not have been possible if not for the support of my friends and family.  Many thanks to Bonny Biswas for always being a friend with whom I could share my frustrations about course work and thesis. To Tanya Hagen, thank you for helping me see it was possible to finish, regardless of how long it was taking, and also for your wonderful words of wisdom that helped me to complete my first draft.  To John Neal, thank you for scanning images for me and also for hauling your printer across the city at a moment’s notice when my printing plan fell apart. To Elaine Giles, thank you for taking the time out of your busy schedule to proofread the final draft.  To my Mom and Nannie, thank you for your prayers and your confidence in me.  I also send my thanks to the many other friends who have offered me words of encouragement throughout these past six years.

My biggest thanks go to my husband Jesse, for always encouraging me, believing in me and remaining positive even when I was in the depths of despair!  Thank you, my love.

