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This paper presented Baiyou, an anti-entropy protocol for replica reconciliation. Baiyou supports pairwise-communications between replicas, which allows one server to reconcile at any time with any servers. The anti-entropy protocol used by Baiyou relies on increasing accept-stamps to order write operations, after which it allows uni-directional propagation of such writes from sender to receiver. Since disk spaces on mobile devices are not unbounded, the paper also discussed the issue on write-log storage management. In particular, it addresses the tradeoff between bandwidth usage and storage usage, since if replicas prune their logs too aggressively full database needs to be transferred from one replica to another. By using Baiyou, update will eventually reach every replica and hence achieve full consistency. In addition, Baiyou also supports use of transportable media such as floppy disk to store write log information.

The notion of supporting pairewise updates between replicas in diverse network environments made Baiyou a unique and applicable protocol. The flexibility of storing and propagating updates through transportable media also made this protocol very attractive, especially when low network bandwidth connection persists for a long time. 
The tradeoff between bandwidth consumption for transferring the whole database and storage usage for more write logs was presented in paper, but no data is pulled out to quantitatively measure such a tradeoff. The author should have realized that failing to properly treat this tradeoff can result in significant performance degradation of Baiyou. Though some write-log truncation policies are suggested, none were really tested in experimental section. In addition, it is also unknown to us how the protocol handles update collisions. Will one of the conflicting updates be discarded or will the protocol take care of merging to updates? Unless conflicts are properly handled, the protocol would not be as useful as it claimed.  
