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Academic Offenses
• Overall idea: it is an academic offense to  represent others’ work as 

your own, and it is an academic offense to facilitate other peoples’
representing your work as theirs

• Do not look at other people’s code (that includes the internet)

• Do not allow other people to look at your code

• Do not submit other people’s code

• Do not give out your code to other people under any circumstances

• Discussions of general approaches to the projects are great, but you 
must not make any notes during or after such discussions



I Check for Plagiarism

http://www.cse.buffalo.edu/~ss424/Presentations/UB-MOSS-Primer.pdf

• If you change the variable 
names, you will be caught

• If you insert comments, you 
will be caught

• If you come up with an 
entirely new solution that 
you write from scratch, you 
will not be caught



I Check for Plagiarism

• What’s a sentence that no one has ever uttered before today?



The Consequences are Serious

• The penalties are imposed by the Dean’s office 

• The best you can hope for is a 0 on the project for both students 
involved. Penalties I’ve seen range from a 0 on the project to large 
mark reduction on top of the 0 on the project to a notation on the 
transcript

• Students who let their code be used see penalties that are similar to 
those that students who use the code see



Read More

• Guidelines for Avoiding Plagiarism by Francois Pitt
http://www.cs.utoronto.ca/~fpitt/documents/plagiarism.html

• A story in The Varsity about decisions of the Academic Tribunal:
http://thevarsity.ca/2014/09/10/academic-justice/

• All the decisions of the Academic Tribunal:
http://judicial.governingcouncil.utoronto.ca/Reports/Tribunal.aspx
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