
JESSICA BURGNER-KAHRS
Associate Professor, Department of Mathematical and Computational Sciences
University of Toronto Mississauga

 PhD, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology, Germany

Currently: Associate Professor, Leibniz Universität Hannover

Robotics: Continuum Robots, Surgical Robots, Soft Robots, Modeling, 
Planning and Control, Design, Human Robot Interaction

jbk@cs.toronto.edu 
www.cs.toronto.edu/~jbk

Joining U of T faculty: Spring 2019

MARYAM MEHRI DEHNAVI
Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science

 PhD, McGill University
 Postdoc, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Previously: Assistant Professor, Rutgers University

Parallel Computing and Compilers: Parallel Algorithms, Machine Learning, 
Compilers, High-Performance Computing, Cloud Computing, Numerical 
Algebra

mmehride@cs.toronto.edu 
www.cs.toronto.edu/~mmehride

Joined U of T faculty: Summer 2018 

ANIMESH GARG
Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematical and Computational Sciences
University of Toronto Mississauga

 PhD, University of California, Berkeley

Currently: Postdoctoral Researcher, Stanford University 

Robotics: Machine Learning, Computer Vision, Reinforcement Learning

garg@cs.toronto.edu 
www.cs.toronto.edu/~garg

Joining U of T faculty: Summer 2019

FLORIAN SHKURTI
Assistant Professor, Department of Mathematical and Computational Sciences
University of Toronto Mississauga

 PhD, McGill University

Mobile Robotics: Learning from Demonstrations, Computer Vision, Machine 
Learning, Control, Human-Robot Interaction, Field Robotics

� orian@cs.toronto.edu 
www.cs.toronto.edu/~� orian

Joined U of T faculty: Fall 2018 

Faculty Appointments
2018/19
“We are pleased to welcome another extraordinary group of researchers to the University of Toronto, including a new – and expanding – robotics research 
cluster at U of T Mississauga. Our new colleagues significantly increase the diversity and reach of our research, scholarship and teaching, taking us into 
areas of Computer Science well beyond what we have traditionally covered.” – Ravin Balakrishnan, Professor & Chair

JOSEPH JAY WILLIAMS
Assistant Professor, Department of Computer Science

 PhD, University of California, Berkeley

Previously: Assistant Professor, National University of Singapore (NUS)

Learning & Human-Computer Interaction: Dynamically enhancing and 
personalizing user interfaces for education and health by integrating 
randomized A/B experimentation, Psychological Theory, Crowdsourcing, 
Statistical Machine Learning

williams@cs.toronto.edu 
www.cs.toronto.edu/~williams

Joined U of T faculty: Summer 2018 


