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2Parts of Spee
h (POSs)
Part of spee
h is a formal property of word-typesthat determines their a

eptable uses in syntaxParts of spee
h (synta
ti
 
ategories) 
an beregarded as 
lasses of words. Examples:� nouns� verbs� adje
tives� adverbsPOS does not de�ne how a word parti
ipates in thesemanti
 interpretation of a senten
e (although notentirely independent).A word-type 
an have more than one POS, but aword-token has exa
tly one, e.g.:I 
anAux ki
k the 
anN.



3Parts of Spee
h
Content 
ategories� large 
lasses� new (neologisms) and ar
hai
/extin
t words� semanti
ally ri
h and independent� examples: nouns, verbs, adje
tives
Fun
tion(al) 
ategories� small 
lasses� 
onservative | few words lost or gained overtime� semanti
ally dependent on 
ontent words� examples: determiners, prepositions,
onjun
tions



4Nouns
Nouns refer to varieties : entities and 
on
epts inthe worldExamples: 
at, hat, Fred, life, philosophy, himProperties:� 
ase (language spe
i�
)� person� number (language spe
i�
)� gender (language spe
i�
){ grammati
al gender and/or{ natural gender



5Nouns
Nouns refer to varieties : entities and 
on
epts inthe worldExamples: 
at, hat, Fred, life, philosophy, himProperties:� 
ase (language spe
i�
){ nominative{ genitive/possessive{ a

usative{ vestiges of others, e.g., -ward{ pronominal 
liti
 forms� person� number (language spe
i�
)� gender (language spe
i�
)



6Nouns
Nouns refer to varieties : entities and 
on
epts inthe worldExamples: 
at, hat, Fred, life, philosophy, himProperties:� 
ase (language spe
i�
)� person{ �rst: speaker/author� in
lusive (of hearer/reader)� ex
lusive{ se
ond: hearer/reader{ third: everyone else� number (language spe
i�
)� gender (language spe
i�
)



7Nouns
Nouns refer to varieties : entities and 
on
epts inthe worldExamples: 
at, hat, Fred, life, philosophy, himProperties:� 
ase (language spe
i�
)� person� number (language spe
i�
){ singular: one (or less){ plural: two/three or more{ dual: exa
tly two� gender (language spe
i�
)



8Nouns
Nouns refer to varieties : entities and 
on
epts inthe worldExamples: 
at, hat, Fred, life, philosophy, himProperties:� 
ase (language spe
i�
)� person� number (language spe
i�
)� gender (language spe
i�
)Verbs agree with their subje
ts in person, number(and gender)In the English present tense, only third-singular isovertly in
e
ted



9Nouns
Nouns refer to varieties : entities and 
on
epts inthe worldExamples: 
at, hat, Fred, life, philosophy, himOther distin
tions� proper vs. 
ommon noun� pronouns: like proper nouns, but with anaphori
referen
e{ dis
ourse{ re
exive{ re
ipro
al� mass vs. 
ount noun



10Nouns
Nouns refer to varieties : entities and 
on
epts inthe worldExamples: 
at, hat, Fred, life, philosophy, himNouns bear grammati
al fun
tions :� subje
t: John gave Mary the book� (dire
t) obje
t: John gave Mary the book� indire
t obje
t: John gave Mary the book� obje
t of preposition: John gave the book toMaryand themati
 roles : agent, patient, theme,lo
ation in, lo
ation to, instrument, re
ipient,bene�
iary, . . .



11Adje
tives
Adje
tives qualify or des
ribe varietiesExamples: good, tall, red, thorough, 
lever, formerProperties:� 
ase (agrees with noun)� number (agrees with noun)� gender (agrees with noun)� degree{ positive: happy{ 
omparative: happier{ superlative: happiest



12Adje
tives
Adje
tives qualify or des
ribe varietiesExamples: good, tall, red, thorough, 
lever, formerOther distin
tions:� 
olour, size, . . .{ big red vs. red big� intensionality{ former, alleged� attributive vs. predi
ative{mine, (ar
h.) thine{ ours, yours, theirs



13Prepositions\anywhere a mouse 
an go:"� over, under, in, out, . . .but also:� by{ alongside: a 
ottage by the lake{ agentive: . . . given to Mary by John� for{ benefa
tive: a newspaper for your father{ purpose: reserve a room for a le
ture� of{ possessive: oÆ
e of a professor{ partitive: leg of a table{ measure: three 
ups of sugar{ appositive: the provin
e of Ontario{ obje
tive: destru
tion of the air
raft



14Prepositions\anywhere a mouse 
an go:"� over, under, in, out, . . .but also:� with{ so
iative: wat
h a �lm with a friend{ instrumental: hit a nail with a hammer� others . . .
Most of the ex
eptions are uses of prepositionswhere other languages would use 
ase.



15Determiners
Semanti
ally, these are quanti�ers (as in logi
)Synta
ti
ally, they are the leftmost modi�ers ofnouns in a noun phraseKinds:� arti
les: a, the� quanti�
ational: every, some, most� demonstrative: this, that� numeri
al: one, two, three
Determiners typi
ally agree in 
ase, number, andgender with their nouns (like adje
tives).



16Verbs
Verbs predi
ate events or states of beingProperties:� person (agrees with subje
t)� number (agrees with subje
t)� often gender (agrees with subje
t)� tense: present, past, future, . . .� aspe
t: durative, iterative, progressive� voi
e: a
tive, passive, (middle)� mood{ in�nitive: to go{ indi
ative: he goes/went{ imperative: (you) go!{ interrogative: Did he go?{ subjun
tive: if he were to go . . .{ optative: . . . then she would go too



17Verbs
Other distin
tions� transitive vs. intransitive� auxiliaries and modals� stative: be
ome, feel� 
opular: be



18Adverbs
Modify verbs, adje
tives, and other adverbs:� run qui
kly� very happy, mu
h more� very qui
kly, very mu
h
Adverbs indi
ate:� time: soon, now, yesterday, . . .� pla
e: here, far, . . .� manner: qui
kly, angrily, . . .� degree: very, mu
h


